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federation and the growth of the type of power which
Germany has used only to destroy.

I am not qualified even to attempt to suggest what
methods the French people and ourselves should employ.
But whether we acquire new strategic frontiers, or police
key-points to the world with standing armies until we are
assured a new Germany has arisen (and however distasteful
such actions may be), there must be no flinching. The re-
sponsibility of ensuring that the terms laid down for Germany
are observed must be borne by Great Britain and France.
Though I do not visualize, according to the accepted defini-
tion of the word, our 'ruling* in defined areas, we do under-
stand the handling of minorities and could exercise authority
without creating dissension. It is curious that this capacity is
found in an island people; but that it is so is undisputed, and
such a power might prove invaluable.

Next I come to the thorny question of disarmament.
There can be no doubt that the decline in the power of the
British Navy and our failure to create an effective Air Force,
consistent though our actions were with our obligations
under the various treaties, contributed to the failure of the
League and the growth of the power of Germany. And had
we pointed out, in the days when everyone paid lip service
to disarmament, that we really had disarmed, we should
have been believed. It is never popular to accuse anyone,
much less a nation,, of lack of judgment, but the deteri-
oration of world affairs following the British policy of dis-
armament was the result of perhaps the most expensive
piece of quixotism that the world has ever seen. But in spite
of the disastrous results following the extent to which we
disarmed I am glad we gave the world leadership. However
intolerable is the situation to-day, however intolerable is the
loss of valuable human lives inevitable in war and the sacri-
fices that all will have to make, the burden, in my view,
would have been infinitely more intolerable had we decided
that by withholding leadership in disarmament we had pre-
vented the world from ridding itself of the weapons of de-
struction. I remember years ago, just after the last war, Lord
Grey of Fallodon, who will be remembered as Sir Edward